AUGUST 1711              Journal to Stella
because I heard it was a great assembly. Mr. Lewis came
from it, and sat with me till just now; and 'tis late.
7.   I can do no business, I fear, because Mr. Lewis,
who has nothing or little to do here, sticks close to me.
I dined to-day with the gentlemen ushers, among scurvy
company; but the queen was hunting the stag till four this
afternoon, and she drove in her chaise above forty miles,
and it was five before we went to dinner. Here are fine
walks about this town. I sometimes walk up the avenue,
8.  There was a drawing-room to-day at Court; but so
few company, that the queen sent for us into her bed-
chamber, where we made our bows, and stood about
twenty of us round the room, while she looked at us
round with her fan in her mouth, and once a minute said
about three words to some that were nearest her, and then
she was told dinner was ready, and went out. I. dined at
the green-cloth, by Mr. Scarborow's31 invitation, who is
in waiting. It is much the best table in England, and costs
the queen a thousand pounds a month while she is at
Windsor or Hampton-court; and is the only mark of
magnificence or hospitality I can see in the queen's family:
it is designed to entertain foreign ministers, and people
of quality, who come to see the queen, and have no place
to dine at.
9.   Mr. Coke, the vice-chamberlain, made me a long
visit this morning, and invited me to dinner, but the toast,
his lady,32 was unfortunately engaged to lady Sunderland.3 3
31 Charles Scarborow, one of the Clerks of the Board of Green Cloth.
His daughter was a maid of honour.
3* Thomas Coke married in 1709, as his second wife, Miss Hale, one
of the maids of honour and a celebrated beauty (Luttrell, Brief Relation,
vi. 462; Lady Cowper's Diary, pp. 15-16). She was painted by Jervas;
and Steele described her under the name of Chloe in The Tatler, No. 4.
33 Lady Anne Churchill, second daughter of the Duke of Marlborough,
became the second wife of Charles Spencer, fourth Earl of Sunderland
(p. 5 a.2), in Jan. 1699-1700. This match gradually drew Marlborough
and his wife towards the Whigs. Lady Sunderland, very beautiful, but
small, was often known as 'the little Whig'. She died 15 Apr. 1716.
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